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Jade Sawyer is the ultimate tomboy. She likes baseball, hates wearing dresses, and always wears

her hair in a ponytail (usually looped through the back of a baseball cap). All of her friends are boys.

She spends her weekends playing baseball in the backyard and exploring the woods. Jade loathes

all things girly. So when her teacher, Mrs. Thorn, asks her to befriend Maria Sanchez, the quiet girl

who reads her Bible at lunch, she's embarrassed to do so. Maria is a girly girl, so Jade worries what

people will think if they're friends. Instead, she starts writing Maria letters, and the two girls start a

secret friendship. But when it comes time to invite people to her big thirteenth birthday party, Jade

doesn't know what to do. Jade wants to invite Maria to the party, but she doesn't want her twin

brother, Wade, and everyone else to make fun of her. Does she do the right thing, or does she

continue to follow her pride? Find out in the first book of the series Homerun Hitters, No Pride

Allowed. Julie Catron is a fifth grade teacher and lives in Stilwell, Oklahoma, with her husband,

Sean, and stepsons, Wyatt, Matt, and Garrett.
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